United Plant Guard Workersof America (UPGWA)

, Local 66 A
i ; P.O. Box 1020, Pketon, Ohio 45661 |
~

]{ LS50 E7FA 24872

¢ Vi

qh' J)dgp /! /942£/7 //7?/' 5, /555
Chief, Rules Review & Directives Branch
Office of Administration

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

e S

/

”
10
v

VU

S3NY o

‘] lld '/,i r‘-m:x 0

June 16, 1998
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Dear Office of Administration NRC: & 7 |
¢ -

This letter is to address United States f:

Enrichment Corporation (USEC) application for renewal of the = c5

Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant based on USEC’s previous N
application, as revised through Revision 19 dated April 15, s,

-

Since the first application and oversight
responsibilities started on March 3, 1997, USEC has had many
revisions to the complete program and thousands of RAC’s to make
changes to their original commitments on how USEC was to operate
the Portsmouth facility. USEC has been to enforcement
conferences, pre-decisional conferences, suspending work due to
violations, notice of violations, NIOSH findings, OSHA findings,
and the issue of the "Chilling Effects".

Since March 3, 1997 the business of the
enrichment of uranium is a new venture for the NRC administration
when it comes to the Gaseous Diffusion Plants. The issue of
security concerns has been brought to the NRC administration on
several occasions. At the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion plant there
has been enforcement conferences and fines levied against USEC
for poor attention to the security plans and liabilities to the
gsecurity plan. When the USEC submitted their security plan to the
NRC it was to authorize and posses Low Enriched Uranium (LEU)
which is Category III material under NRC regulation. It is
alaraing that USEC was answering to a pre-decisional enforcement
conference on June 5, 1998 to the apparent violation 98005-08
(Exceedance of possession limits of Highly enriched Uranium). To
add on June 9, 1998 USEC places in the Open Line (an update of
business activities at the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant)
Attachment #1; "The plant potentially exceeded HEU possession
limits. (Note that this will likely result in no violation)".

The United Plant Guard Workers of America
(UPGWA) Local 66 views this comment to be very serious in itself.

The attitude of USEC having prior knowledge or feeling so
comfortable to place in the Open Line to all employees "... Note
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thageghis will likely result in no violation", four days after
the pre-decisional enforcement conference is simply appalling.
The certification issue encompaseses the physical protection of
LEU of moderate and low strategic significance.

However, USEC has notified your agency
(NRC) that the security sweeps of the X326 according to the
presentation handout on the pre-decisional conference held on
June 5, 1998 subtitled, "Planned Actions" to the apparent
violation 98005-08, stated that the sweep "will provide a high
degree of assurance that items containing uranium enriched above
10% has been identified". We feel this is not the case when you
read and research the problem reports. We have attached Problem
Reports for your review that should suggest to your agency that
indeed the security sweeps are not being performed as an
"excellent job". The procedure of the sweep paraphrased, is to
utilize equipment ie. elephant gun, that identifies,
characterizes the material and then the sweep personnel
determines if the material is above the allowed amount of 10%.
Next, is to place the material that is above the NRC limits of
10% and place the material in the DOE Material Storage Area
(DMSA). The reason to have the questioning attitude about the
integrity of the sweep, and the possibility of compromise, and
the statement of USEC having a "high assurance" of no uranium
enriched above 10% being left in the X326, is the problem reports
and the concerns of the workers who actually worked the sweep
jobs. It is so crucial, that your agency NRC needs to understand
that the willingness to buy off on the security sweep project
will give the employees and public the "false sense of security "
that the sweep has been completed and that indeed a "high
assurance" that HEU will not be in the facility, and be protected
at the level of Category III instead at the level of Category 1
as it is today will have great implications and cost. Your agency
(NRC) is buying off on a project that indeed is not going to give
you the "high assurance" that USEC states you will have.

As the results and documentation of the
following problem reports, it warrants the reason for NRC to also
have the questioning attitude with language of "high assurance"
being given at a pre-decisional conference.

Problem Reports are as follows: PTS-98-02857, PTS-9802355, PTS~
98-03196, PTS-98-03277, PTS-98-03412, PTS-98-02384, PTS-98~02510,
PTS-98-02442, PTS-98-02440, PTS-98-02420, PTS~98-01937. In the
cases the HEU being found in the SWEPT area, was after the
security police officers were moved due to the direction of
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management because the area had a "high assurance" of no uranium
enriched above 10% being left in the area. If the sweep
personnel and their highly technological equipment is so
efficient to finding and identifying material to the level of
"high assurance", then how do we explain the cases from the
problem reports of all the HEU found in the SWEPT area after the
sweep personnel declared the area free of HEU? Let it be noted
that on July 31, 1998 the level of security at the X326 will be
down graded to protect at the level of a Category IIT level. USEC
will not be able to fall back on the statement that was used at
the pre-decisional conference on June 5, 1998; “X326 building
protected at DOE Category I level". Is this statement used at the
pre-decisional conference one of "lassie~fair attitude”? If a
mistake is made we have the Category I protection level to fall
back on, this is not true after July 31, 1998.

We suggest that NRC take a long hard look at
the problem reports submitted for your review and conduct
interviews with personnel who actually worked and controlled the
X326 sweep boundaries. NRC recertifying the Portsmouth Gaseous
Diffusion Plant for low level might want to reconsider the
approach with the X326 issue, and accepting the level of
protection that USEC suggest, "High Assurance". The documented
problem reports and the workers concerns should be considered
very strongly before signing off on such an important project
that has significant impact to the protection and safety of the
employees and citizens in the area of the plant. Additionally,
serious consideration needs to be given before recertification is
approved, before the in depth investigations, interviews has been
completed. The renewal of the certification of the Portsmouth
Gaseous Diffusion plant located near Piketon, Ohio should be
looked at due to questions, concerns, and apparent violations of
exceedances of HEU possession limits. We feel very strongly that
having exceedances of HEU in a NRC regulated area of Category I11
protection is serious and should not be taken lightly. How many
apparent violations and problem reports of exceedances of HEU
needs to be reported before NRC recommends that the contractor
and or USEC increases the level of protection?

In conclusion, the recertification of the USEC
areas without investigating, interviewing, and increasing the
level of protection of the X326 building would be sending the
wrong message to the employees, and public when addressing the
goals of NRC of placing the safety and health as the importance.
I1f HEU has been missed on several occasions, how much HEU has
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' been missed that we have not found? If the HEU is missed after

the protection limits are down graded, there is no second chance
if the material falls into the wrong hands. NRC’s recertification
of the gaseous Diffusion Plant needs to have a guestioning

attitude toward the effort of USEC stating "high assurance".

B relp,
| AR\W I
\ Y,

John K. Habéxthy
President UPGWA

h R

cc: file
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Frant

TO: Al Persons Interested in Certification of Safe Operation of Gaseous Diffusion

Enrichment Plants

APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATION OF GASEOUS

SUBJECT:
DIFFUSION ENRICHMENT PLANTS

Corporation to renew the Certificates of Compliance for the

gaseous diffusion plants located in Paducah, Kentucky and Piketon, Ohio. Attached is the
ng receipt of the renewal application and noticing the public

Feveral Register notice acknowledgi
comment period. Interested parties are invited to submit written comments on the application
by June 19, 1998. There are no public meetings planned on the renewal applications.

If you have any auestions. please contact the Speci.l Projects Branch in Washington, D.C. at

(301) 415-7192.
Sincerely,

o

Robert C. Pierson, Chief

Special Projects Branch

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards, NMSS

Enciosure: Federal Register Notice

Docket Nos. 70-7001, 70-7002
GDP-1, GDP-2

€c: Interested Persons Lists
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Federal Register *

1098 ‘' Notices

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket Nos. 70-7001, and 70-7002)

Notice is heroby given that the U. S.
Nuclear Regulstory Commission (NRC
or the Commission) has received by
lutters dated April 15, 1998,
applications from the United States
Earichment tion (USEC) for the
renewal of the certification of the
gaseous diffusion plants (GDPs) located
near Paducah, Kentucky and Piketon,
Ohio. The NRC issued the initial
certi “cation for the GDPs on N« “ember
28, 1996 and assumed regulatory

versight for the GLPs on Mars
1967 The USEC renewa, ~oguest
for a tive-year period. The USEC
applications for renewal do not conta.n
any changes to the existing
documentation; previous applications,
stater .ents, and reports are incorporated
by reference into the renewal
application. The USEC application for
!lfo renewal of the Pad Gaseous
Diffusion Phnl: is based on Ui%:'s
previous Application, as revi
n.ﬂlm 24 dated April 15,
1998, and USEC's previous Compliance
Plan, as revised through Revision 7
dated March n:o, xol?e. No additional
changes to the application or
Compliance Plan are being requested.
The BSEC application for the renewal of
the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant
is based on USEC's previcus
application, as revised through Revision
19 dated April 15, 1998, and USEC's
previous Compliance Pla+, as revised
through Revision 6 dated Ma ~h 12,
1998. No additional chaxiges to the
Application or Compliance Plan are
being requested. :
ies of the renewal application for
aﬂc‘l)xutian (except for h:;cl;uiﬂod t.:lf "
etary ions w. are withhe
f:w“ w”ﬂm 10 CFR 2.790,
*“Awvailability of Public Records”) are
availgble for public inspection and
at the Commission's Public
Document Room (PDR) in the Gelman
Building, 2120 L Street, NW,
w ., DC 20555 and in the Local
Public ent Rooms (LPDRs)
established for these facilities. A copy of
the application for the Paducah plant is
le at the Paducah Public Library,
555 Washington Street, Paducah,
Kentucky 42003. A c. 'y of the
appli_ation for the Portsmouth plani .
available at the Portsmouth Public
Library, 1220 Gallia Street, Portsmouth,
Ohdo 45662. Coples of related
(al-lupo‘:tdm and n&vl:’luauom
axcept for portions wi A
sccordance with 10 CFR 2.790) will also
be made available at these public
document rooms.

I1. Notice of Comment Period

Any interested party may submit
written comments on the renewal
epplication for certification for either
Paducsh plant or the Portsmouth
for consideration bv the staff. To
oertain of consideration, comments
must be received by June 19, 1998
Comments received after the due date
will be considered if it is practical to do
#0, but the Commission is able to assure
consideration for comments
recsived on or belore this date. Written
comments on the application should be
ndhdlothoﬂni Review and

rsctives Brancn. Oiffice of
Administration, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555. or
may be hand delivered to 11545
Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852
between 7:45 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. Federal
workdays. Comments should be legible
and reproducible, und include the
name, aftiliation (if any), and address of
the commentor. All comments received
by the Commission will be made
available for public inspection at the
Commission’s Document Room locaied
in Washington, DC and the Local Public
Document Rooms located in Paducah,
Kentucky and Portsmouth, Ohio. In
sccordance with 10 CFR 76.62 and
76.64, e member of the pub.ic must
submit written comments to petition the
Commission requesting review of the
Director's deci an ¢ ification
renewal.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CUNTACT: Ms.
Merri Horn, (301) 415-8126 or Mr,
hY‘:“:wlnr Fqu:z. (3213)‘4‘;5-81;3; Office of
ear Materia and Safeguards,
U.S. Nuclear unhtoryy Commission,
Washington, DC 20555.
Dated et Rockville, land,
of April 1998. e
Far the NuclearRegulatory Commission.
Carl |. Paparielio,
Director,.Office-of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards.
(FR Doc. 88-11913 Filed 5-4-98; 8:45 am)
BALMG COOE THES-41-+




cc: Interested Persons Lists

Mr. Steve Folston

General Manager

Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant
P.O. Box 1410

Paducah, KY 42001

Mr. Larry Jackson

Nuclear Regulatory Affairs Manager
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant
P.O. Box 1410

Paducah, KY 42001

The Honorable Paul Patton

Govenor, Commonwealth of Kentucky
Capitol Building

700 Capitol Avenue

Frankfort, KY 40601

Mr. Crit Luallen, Oeputy Secretary
Governor's Executive Cabinet
Capitol Building

700 Capitol Avenue

Frankfort, KY 40601

Dr. John A. Volpe, Ph.D., Manager
Radiation Control Branch

Cabinet for Human Resources
Commonwealth of Kentucky

275 East Main Street

Frankfort, KY 40621-0001

Mr. James E. Bickford, Secretary

Kentucky Cabinet for Natural Re sources
and Environmental Protection

Capitol Plaza Tower, 5th Floor

500 Mero Street

Frankfort, KY 40601

Mr. Jack Wilson

Environmental Response Supervisor

Kentucky Cabinet for Natural Resources
and Environmental Protection

Capitol Plaza Tower

500 Mero Street

Frankfort, KY 40601

The Honorable Danny Cope
McCracken County Commission
400 Wilton Circle

Paducah, KY 42300




The Honorable Buz Smith
City Commissioner

247 Old Orchard Road
Paducah, KY 42001

The Honorable Dale Bradford
McCracken County Commissioner
5725 Bradford Road

West Paducah, KY 42086

The Honorable Ned Buchanan
McCracken County Commissioner
1160 Highland Church Road
Paducah, KY 42001

The Honorable Danny B. Orazine
McCracken County Judge Executive
McCracken County Courthouse
Paducah, KY 42003-1797

Mr. Robert Qualls

President

Paducah Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 810

Paducat., KY 42002-0810

The Honorable Albert Jones
Mayor of Paducah

P.O. Box 2267

Paducah, KY 42003

The Honorable Zana Renfro
City Commissioner

4805 Stanley Drive
Paducah, KY 42001

The Honorable PJ Grumiey
City Commissioner

4339 Miller

Paducah, KY 42001

The Henorable Robert Coleman
City Commissioner

636 N 23rd Street

Paducah, KY 42001




Mr. John Driskill, President

United Plant Guard Workers of America
Local 11

Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant

P.O. Box 1410

Hobbs Road

Paducah, KY 42002

Mr. David Fuller, President
Paducah Local No. 3-550

Oil, Chemical & Atomic Workers International Union

2525 Cairo Road
P.O. Box 494
Paducah, KY 42001-0043

Mr. Gregg Bazzell

DOE Safety Representative
Paducah GDP

P.O. Box 1410

Paducah, KY 42001

Dr. Edward S. Ford, Chairman

Central Midwest Interstate

Low-Level Radioactive Waste Commission
1035 Outer Park Drive

Springfield, IL 62704

Reverend Velma M. Shearer
124 Chestnut St , #210
Englewood, OH 45322

Ms. Corinne Whitehead, President
Coalition for Health Concern
Route 9, Box 25

Benton, KY 42025

Mr. Ronald Lamb
10990 Ogden Landing Rd.
Kevil, KY 42053

Mr. Craing Rhodes
3883 Mt. Pleasant Rd.

Brookport, IL 62910

Mr. Rick Cee

Division Director

OSHA Salt Lake Technical Center
1781 South 300 West

P.O. Box 65200

Salt Lake City, UT 84165-0200




Mr. Felix M. Killar, Jr.
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 | Street, NW

Suite 400

Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. Mark Donham
RR#1

Brookport, IL 62910

Ms. Kristi Hanson
RR#1

Brookport, IL. 62910

Ms. Jotilley Dortch
4205 Buckner Lane
Paducah, KY 42001

Ms. Diana Salisbury

Sycamore Environmental Awareness Group
7019 Ashbridge Arnheim Road

Sardinia, OH 45171

Mr. A. B. Puckett
6365 Bethel Ch Road
Kevil, KY 42053

Ms. Vina Colley
3706 McDermott Pond Creek
McDermott, OH 45652

Mr. Sherwood Bauman
Save the Wills Creek Water
Resources Committee
6354 Cowgill Lane
Cumberiand, OH 43732

Ms. Susan L. Hiatt
Director, OCRE

8275 Munson Road
Mentor, OH 44060-2406




PORTSMOUTH

Mr. Lee Fink

Portsmouth Site Director
USEC Portsmouth Site Office
P.O. Box 800

Piketon, OH 45661

Mr. Morris Brown

Plant Manager

USEC Portsmouth Site Office
P.O. Box 800

Piketon, OH 45661

Mr. Gerry McGuire

Nuclear Regulatory Affairs Manager
USEC Portsmouth Site Office

P.O. Box 800

Piketon, OH 45651

Mr. James R. Williams

Chief of Staff

Ohio Emergency Management Agency
2855 West Dublin-Granville Road
Worthington, OH 43235-2206

Mr Robert E. Owen, Chief

Bureau of Radiological Health Sciences
Ohio Department of Health

35 East Chestnut Street

P.O. Box 118

Columbus, OH 43266-0588

Mr. Donald Schregardus, Director
Environmental Protection Agency
1800 Watermark Drive

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH 43266-010¢

The Honorable H. Cooper Snyder
14th Ohio Senate District

Ohio State House

Broad and Hiah Streets
Columbus, OH 43216

The Honorable Doug White
88th Ohio House District

Ohio House of Representatives
Ohio State House

Columbus, O 43216




The Honorable Vern Riffe I, Chairman
Scioto Couny Commissioners

Court House Room 104

102 Seventh Street

Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

The Honorable Wayne Bussler
Scioto County Commissioner
Court House Room 104

102 Seventh Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

The Honorable John P. Knauff
Scioto County Commissioner
Court House Room 104

102 Seventh Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

The Honoralle Gregg Baver
Mayor of Portsmouth
Municipal Building

728 Second Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Ms. Mary Moore, Director
Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 509

Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Ms. Kim Campbell

Scioto County Local Emergency
Planning Commitiee

102 Seventh Street
Portsmotith, Ohio 45662

Mr. Dan DeSantis

President & CEO

Southern Ohio Growth Partnership
1020 7th Street, P.O. Box 509
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Mr. Steve Carter

Economic Development Director

Ohio Valley Regional Development Commission
740 Second Street

Portsmouth, Ohio 45662



The Honorable Dean Lightle
Mayor of Piketon

City Building

P.O. Box 562

Piketon, Ohio 45661

Mr. Dave Jones

Vice President, Operations
Ohio Valley Electric Corp.
P.O. Box 468

Piketon, Ohio 45661

Mr. Tom Douglas, President
UPGWA Locai 66

P.O. Box 628

Pi:eton, Ohio 45661

The Honorable John Glenn
U.S. Senate

Room 503

Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorabie R. Michael DeWine
U.S. Senate

Room 140

Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Ted Strickland
U.S. House of Representatives
Room 1107

Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Mr. George Vandemark, Director

Ross County Emergency Management Agency
P.O. Box 87

Chillicothe, OH 45601

Mr. Roger Suppes, Chief
Bureau of Radiation Protection
Ohio Department of Health

35 E. Chestnut, 7th Floor
Columbus, OH 43266-0588

Mr. Thomas C. Douglas, President

United Plant Guard Workers of American
Local Union #66

Piketon, OH 45661




Mr. Dan Minter, President

Oil, Chemicai, and Atomic Workers Union
P.O. Box 467

Piketon, OH 45661
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Straight Talk b

On Friday, June 5, severa)

members of the USEC and Portsmouth | determining

Plant management teams met with Causes and
representatives near Chicago to corrective
provide informatiop, regarding several | actions, and
Epparent violations of our require- Packaging the
ments. We discussed these ma)or data 50 the
iIssues: NRC could
Maintenance mechanics / better under-
installed an autoclzye sclation vaive stand the isgyeg

Y Morris Brown

inforration,

Even without ¢,vi| penalties, the
cost of enforcement conferences s
high. Enforcemen conferences djv.n
Mmanagement gnd employee aitention

Operations and Chemistry did J from achieving othey important work.

clearly resalting in i
systems.

will likely result in no violation).

enough o warrant cpvy] penalty.

Whether we receive 2 civil penalty o

not, it is clear the all of the issyes

with the exception of the one on HEU

Possession Jimg, resulted from [e
than high quality work Managers

s'aff personne) spent days Eathering

L Me testing
of autoclave 1solation valve control air

t We should be asking ourselves, “How
6 | can we prevent future enforcemen:
| conferences and potential civi)
- penalties™” “How can we establish
- NRC confidence i the quality of oy
Operations?” “How cap we reduce
costs and ensure our futyre success”
Producing high quality worj, j
Operational success at the
- Portsmouth Plant. High quality work
J Is achieved by following Procedures

Enforcemen: conferences provide ’ and correcting or Eenerating proce-
additional informaton 1o i
deterrune if violations are significant

dures if procedures are inadequate.

establishing ang maintaining clear
| Communications wih each other
) righ quality work js realized wher,
work processes ape thought through
88 and then followed
and | ®Xpected resujis gre achivved

Up 10 assure that the ,

, Game tickets available for
" June 11
Tickets are available 1o Lockhesd
- Martin oyees and their dependents
for the gl:?l,l‘ico«he Paints home base-
ball game against the Ohio Valley
Redcoats on Thursday, Jupe 11, ai the

" | VA Magortal Stadium in Chilljcothe

LMUS is sponsoring a
“Children’s Hospital Night" for this
game. Children who were admtted 1o
Children’s Hospita) dunng 1997.98

I have beer, invited to participate in pre.
£ame activites beginning at 6.30 p-m.
al the stadium. A Corporate contrby.-
tion 10 Children's Hospital will be
presented by Lockheed Martin during

| Pre-game activitias.

, McDonalds wil] asc be distribut-

ing souvenir cups to the first 500

| peaple in the park

The Chillicothe Paints provided

. 3pproximately 100 tickeys free of

" charge for our use during this night.

| Expenses incusred as a result of

 attending the £ame are the respons;iy].

. 1ty of the ticket holders. Tickets for
the June 11 game are &vailable on 4
ﬁrsz-come,ﬁm-wwed basis and wi]
be distributed o eroups of four. Game

| time 15 705 p yp Contact Barh

' Bowling, Public Affairs, on ext. 2863
Tickets must be picked up no later than

N on June 11 (Bryam Lybrook)

 Blood drive schedyjeq
The Bloodmobije wy)] be at the

' plant on June 1§ from 11 am..$ p.m.
7 :°7ﬁ” Prran and again on June 19 from 7 o m. 1

l:d;oum;om update

1998 Seif Study Guides are availabie through the Plant Traning deparn.
t

ment. The Lockoutﬂ'am

) Self Study Gujde (S8G) was developed as

refresher training required for a| LOTO Authorized Employees ang LOTO

[ssuing Authorities The
lean

P-m. in the X-102 Cafetenia To
register for an dppointment, please cal)
Barbara Bo atext. 2863 Walk.
ins are welcome

LMUS Ethics Officer

Ron Wethere))

897.2006

Corporation: | S00LMETHIC

.
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Topics for discussion wil] pe N
Saden N
M A

Im(::h s ‘ssion m:fﬁcs’dals said

MICAN & Violation hge o Ot8 DOL

e0forcemen, m””:“m"m
Purpuge



